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MNHMOXYNO THN KYPIAKH 5 PEBPOYAPIOY
Ymég Avanavoewg
T EAENHZX ITAITANTONIOY
T KOPNHAIAZ ITANATIAH
T MAPIAX KYIIPIANIAOY
T BALXIAIKHX POYKA

Ailwvia ) Mvjun avt@v

B 2 oV

ITAPAKAHZXIX X THN
YIIEPATTA @GEOTOKO
KaOe Tetaptn 7:00 - 8:30 pu.pu.
PRAYER TO THE MOST
HOLY THEOTOKOS

Every Wednesday
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

KAGE XABBATO: 6:00 p.p. EXITEPINOX

for repentance: the spirit of humility which can only come as our
pride is brought low and in the depth of our hearts we realize that
there is no other cry which mortal man can make in the presence
of his King than the words of the humble collector of tax: God, be
merciful unto me, a sinner!
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To MPQTO YYXOXABBATO sivor 16 LapBoto

18 defpovapiov. Mapakarodpe 6TeidTE pog TG dvopaTa
TOV KEKOYPNUEVAOV GUYYEVAV G6aG YA VO pviirovevBodv
Kai ta tpia Yvyocdfpata.

‘H HAPEAAXH oty ITéunty Aewpdpo Oa yiver tipy
KYPIAKH 25 MAPTIOY kai 5 1. Iazpiopyixiy Movij Oa.
CVUUETAGYEL, OGS KdOe ypovo. Ilaparal.odue
CHUEIDOATE TIY WUEPOUNVIQ GTO NUEPOLOYIO GAG.
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OIKOYMENIKON TIATPIAPXEION
lepd Talpiapxrxd Movs
“Ociag Hipdvitg Xpueoaldviov
36-07 23rd Avenue, Astoria, NY 11105

Phone: (718) 626-6225 Fax: 626-7669
Email: StIrene@StIrene.org
Web: www.Stlrene.org
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Hyovuevevwv: 6 ‘Enickorog Priouniiov 'Hliag
Kvguaxr TeAwvov kat Pagroaiov
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
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Kvowaxn) 5 Pefoovapiov:
Aoxn tov Towwdiov

Mé v Kupiakn To0
TeAwvou kai Papioaiou, avoiyel N
igp& TTUAN ToU Tpiwdiou. Aév
MTTopoloe va gUpediy
KATAAANAGTEPO BENQ, TTOU VA
ouvdualn kard éva T6co TTARPN
TPOTTO TOUG ETTi HEPOUG OKOTTOUG
TG TrEPI6GDBOU AUTRG. TO TPIWSIo
ONMEIWVEI Hia iEpa TTEpiodo TOU
£€TOUG APIEPWHEVN OTOV Oebd OTRV
ouvTovo Aartpeia Kai TTpooeuyn,
OTAV vnoTeia Kai oTd ayadd épya.
'H wpooeuxn 6pwg, ) vnoTeia Kai
N dikaiooUvn ToU ETIQAVEIOKA
Sikaiou, kevod6gou OpwG Kai
utrepn@davou dapiocaiou,
atrodokipagovral Ao TV Ogd. AVTIBETWG SIKAIWVETAI O
AMAPTWAOG Kai GdIKog, AAAG PHETAVONMEVOG KAi OUVTETPIUPEVOG
TeAwvng, ToU KTUTTd TO OTAROOG TOU Kai TATTEIVA £TTIKOAEITAI TO
£€Aeog 10U O£00: «O Oedg INAOONTI MOI TG AUAPTWAGD». AUTOV
AoI1TTév TV TUTTO TiiG OpOIig TTPOCEUXG BETEI OTO OTOMA TOU
moToU ) 'EkkAnoia otiv évapél Tiig Tep1650u TiG TTPOOEUXIiG.

EOPTH ArioY BAAZIOY

2dappato 11 PeBpouapiou: 8:00 - 10:30 16 Tpwi:
"OpBpog, Ocia AsiToupyia.

| SSSSSOSSSSOSOSOSOSOSOSEOSOSEOSEOSOSEUSE S S S00S0000000000000S00OsOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSOSEOS0S0800 00 s




{ S SN SOSOSOSSSOSEOSES S S SOSOSOSSSOSOSS S SSOSSES S SOSOSOSSOS OSSOSO SOSOSOSSOSEOSOS SO 0 0 0 0 S s s o o o

KaAgi ToUg TIoToUG Va PN TTpooeuxn8oiv pé UTrepn@aveia,
«QAPICATKWGY, AAANG HE TATTEIVWOI, «TEAWVIKWGY, YIaTi, KATA TO
Aoyio 100 Kupiou, «1réig 6 U@V £é0UTOV TaTrElVWORoETAI, O O
TOTTEIVOV €QUTOV UPwORoeTal». T BEparta alTa
émavalappavovral o’ 6Aoug ToUg HXOUG Kai O¢ TroIKiAeg
ToINTIKEG EMESEPYATieg ATTO TRV UPVOypaia TR NUEPAG.
MapaBéToupe T6 TPWTO TPOTTAPIO TWV OTIXNPWYV Tol éoTrepIvol
10U a' AXOoU, Trou gival Kai T6 TTpWTO TpoTrdpIio ToU Tpiwdiou:

«MnR TTpoceuiwpeda PaApPICATKAG, ASEAPOI,

0 yap Uyv £auToV TATTEIVWORCETAI"
TATTEIVWOWUEV évavTiov ToOU @0l TEAWVIKKG,
d14 vnoTeiag kpafovTeg®

IAGoBnTI UiV, 6 O£6G, TOIg APAPTWAOIGY.

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee

The words by which the preparatory weeks for the fast of
Great Lent are begun, speak of a paradox. 'He who exalts himself
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted'. As
these words are proclaimed in our churches throughout the world on
the first Sunday of the Triodion, commonly known as the Sunday of
the Publican and the Pharisee, we have just come from hearing an-
other paradox proclaimed in the same Sunday's epistle: 'Yes, all
those who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecu-
tion' (2 Tm 3.12). Humbleness brings exaltation, the pursuit of godli-
ness brings persecution; and so we turn our eyes toward Lent.

As with so much of the mystery that is God's gracious reve-
lation in the Scriptures, we find that this story is our story. It is not
only the Publican and the Pharisee, two long distant and removed
figures, who go to the temple to pray, but we ourselves who ap-
proach God's great mercy. And it is we who stand and proclaim,
whether in our moments of prayer or in the activities of our daily
lives, that 'we are not like other men; we are just; we are not adulter-
ers; we fast; we tithe; we are faithful'. And it is to us that the loving
Lord Jesus proclaims: 'Everyone who exalts himself will be hum-
bled'.

It is this message that the Gospel for this Sunday means to
instill in our hearts: not that we pray like the Publican, no matter how
often we may recite his words; but that we pray like the Pharisee--
that we are proud and haughty, and therefore must be humbled. The
tax collector is not our associate but our example, the one whom we
are to follow and strive to emulate. 'Grant unto me the humility of the
Publican'.

The Pharisee is he who speaks of us, but the Publican he
who speaks to us. 'God, have mercy upon me' must be the words of
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EOPTH Arioy XAPAAAMITOYX

Mapaokeun 10 PeBpouapiou
e 8:00-10:30 16 mpwi: 'OpBpog & Ocia AsiToupyia.

O Aoz XAPAAAMIMNOZ
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our prayer; but they cannot be purely our prayer whilst we still pray
that 'we are not like other men', that we are 'just'. Justice is far from
us who are, as the tax collector proclaimed, sinners. We have no
weight with God, no claim to His grace. We have only the ability to
come before Him and beg His mercy exactly as we are.

Lent is coming. In three weeks, the Vespers of Forgiveness
will see in the fast proper, the actual period of 'joyful sorrow' that
marks the journey into Pascha. But even now the Church begins to
situate herself into that spirit which is necessary for joy, for sorrow,
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