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in Constantinople, clergy and monks came in
procession and restored icons to their rightful
places within the church.

The Sunday of Orthodoxy is tradition-
ally celebrated in Orthodox Churches world-
wide on the first Sunday of Great Lent. Follow-
ing the Divine Liturgy, the clergy lead the faith-
ful in a service of procession with icons and a
recitation of the declaration of faith.
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g SUNDAY GOSPEL

u Sunday of Orthodoxy

E The Reading is from John 1:44-52

E At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found

K Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida,

4 the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and he said to
4 him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the

4 prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael

4 said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said
H to him, "Come and see."” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and
u said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" Na-

£ thanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him,

o "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, | saw

H you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the son of God! You
i are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because | said to you,
i | saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater
u things than these."” And he said to him, "Truly, truly, | say to you, you
u will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and de-
u scending upon the Son of man."
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Sunday of Orthodoxy

The historical significance of the Sunday of Orthodoxy dates
to 787 A.D. when the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council of
Nicaea decreed the restoration of the icons as a means for the spiri-
tual growth and formation of the Christian ethos and character in the
likeness and image of God and His Saints. In 843 A.D. when the ven-
eration of icons was solemnly proclaimed at Saint Sophia Cathedral



