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PRAYER TO THE MOST
HOLY THEOTOKOS

Every Wednesday
7:00- 8:30 p.m.
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Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
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for repentance: the spirit of humility which can only come as our
pride is brought low and in the depth of our hearts we realize that
there is no other cry which mortal man can make in the presence
of his King than the words of the humble collector of tax: God, be
merciful unto me, a sinner!
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2 Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
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H The words by which the preparatory weeks for the fast of

u Great Lent are begun, speak of a paradox. 'He who exalts himself

._| will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted'. As

H these words are proclaimed in our churches throughout the world on
o the first Sunday of the Triodion, commonly known as the Sunday of
H the Publican and the Pharisee, we have just come from hearing an-
i other paradox proclaimed in the same Sunday's epistle: 'Yes, all

I those who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecu-

U tion' (2 Tm 3.12). Humbleness brings exaltation, the pursuit of godli-
4 ness brings persecution; and so we turn our eyes toward Lent.

As with so much of the mystery that is God's gracious reve-
d lation in the Scriptures, we find that this story is our story. It is not

i only the Publican and the Pharisee, two long distant and removed

H figures, who go to the temple to pray, but we ourselves who ap-

._. proach God's great mercy. And it is we who stand and proclaim,

o & whether in our moments of prayer or in the activities of our daily

H lives, that 'we are not like other men; we are just; we are not adulter-
u ers; we fast; we tithe; we are faithful'. And it is to us that the loving

i Lord Jesus proclaims: 'Everyone who exalts himself will be hum-

i bled'.
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It is this message that the Gospel for this Sunday means to
W instill in our hearts: not that we pray like the Publican, no matter how
K often we may recite his words; but that we pray like the Pharisee--
K that we are proud and haughty, and therefore must be humbled. The
4 tax collector is not our associate but our example, the one whom we
4 are to follow and strive to emulate. 'Grant unto me the humility of the
4 Publican'.

The Pharisee is he who speaks of us, but the Publican he
who speaks to us. 'God, have mercy upon me' must be the words of
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our prayer; but they cannot be purely our prayer whilst we still pray
that 'we are not like other men’, that we are ‘just'. Justice is far from
us who are, as the tax collector proclaimed, sinners. We have no
weight with God, no claim to His grace. We have only the ability to
come before Him and beg His mercy exactly as we are.

Lent is coming. In three weeks, the Vespers of Forgiveness
will see in the fast proper, the actual period of ‘joyful sorrow' that
marks the journey into Pascha. But even now the Church begins to
situate herself into that spirit which is necessary for joy, for sorrow,



