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A CALL FOR ALTAR-BOYS
We would like to kindly request the boys who are willing to
offer their services at the Holy Altar as Altar-boys,
to contact our Church office.

Tovdaiwv MEOTELTOVOTG, 0 0OPOG ONULOVEYOG LETOXETEVEL
avTNV TALG YAUKELALG TEOOQNOECLY HAAAOV TTEOG QLT OV TOD
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AeDte, (0eTE TOV KQUATWV YVWOTNV KAl Oedv, TAQAYEVOUEVOV
oaQKi Ol 16 owoat TV AvOowmoV».

“THE WOMAN AT THE WELL”

Throughout His ministry, Christ was truly the Good
Shepherd, seeking out His lost sheep and bringing them back to
the fold. He said as much when He visited the house of Zacchaeus:
"For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was
lost." (Luke 19:10) This morning, however, our Holy Orthodox
Church commemorates an incident where the situation is reversed.
In today's Gospel, Christ is the One being sought out!

Between the provinces of Judea and Galilee was the re-
gion of Samaria, and while passing through there one day, Jesus
and His Apostles paused to rest before moving on. While His fol-
lowers went into the city of Sychar to buy food, Christ sat by what
was known as Jacob's Well. Soon, He is joined at the well by a
Samaritan woman, and they immediately strike up a conversation.
In that era, for Jews and Samaritans to be conversing would have
been highly irregular. For a Jew to be speaking publicly with a
woman was almost unthinkable! Christ's discussion with the Sa-
maritan woman becomes highly spiritual and theological in na-
ture. He speaks of the "living water" that He can offer her, and
instructs her in matters pertaining to true worship. Finally, Christ
reveals to her that He is the Messiah for Whom the world was
waiting.

The Church views the Samaritan woman as being the first
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"evangelist," for the Gospel tells us that "... many of the Samaritans
in that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman,
who testified 'He told me all that I ever did.' " (John 4:39) After our
Lord's ResurrO0Oection, she was baptized and given the name
Photini, which means "the enlightened one."
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The Sacred Patriarchal Monastery, in order to re-
spond to her obligations, requests the faithful votaries to con-
tribute to the following three funds:
¢ For the funeral of Sister Christodouli,of blessed memory;

e For the new mosaic icons of the Church;
¢ For the building maintenance fund.
With appreciation and gratitude.
From the Church office
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